
THE  WORKING  
WOMEN  OF  
PATRICK  STREET  
(1810—1976)
Sharon Slater



Sharon Slater    

The Working Women of Patrick Street (1810–1976)

Published by Ormston House

Design: Piquant 

ISBN 978-1-9999513-5-1 

© 2020 Sharon Slater, Ormston House. 

All rights reserved, including the right of reproduction 
in whole or in part in any form.

Ormston House is a meeting place for the arts in the heart of Limerick City. The 
Sustainability Plan (2017–) is a project creating resources to publish research 
on the expanded value of Ormston House and other non-commercial or non-
governmental cultural spaces and programmes. The Working Women of Patrick 
Street (1810–1976) is published on the occasion of the Feminist Supermarket.

Ormston House, Cultural Resource Centre,   
9–10 Patrick Street, Limerick City V94 V089, Ireland.

www.ormstonhouse.com



Patrick Street was one of the first streets of Newtown Pery built in the late 
1700s. There were originally forty-four buildings on the street but by 1901 
the last three numbered houses, 42 to 44, were no longer mentioned. The 
street was named after Patrick Arthur. The Arthur family was responsible 
for erecting the buildings on Patrick Street, Francis Street, Ellen Street and 
Arthur’s Quay. They duly named these streets after members of their own 
family. It is interesting to note that Ellen Street still remains one of only a 
handful of Limerick streets named after women.

The other streets in the city named after women are Catherine Street, 
reputedly after Catherine Unthank, a member of a prominent merchant 
family who constructed the street; Anne Street after Anne Rankins, who 
owned a row of houses in the street in the 1850s; and most recently, Condell 
Road, named after Frances Condell (1916–1986), who was the first woman 
to be Mayor of Limerick in 1963, and was instrumental in the visit of US 
President John F. Kennedy to Limerick. The remaining streets in the city 
centre with a female name are called after royalty (including Countess 
Constance Markievicz) and saints, most notably the Virgin Mary, who has 
three streets named after her.

The first residents of Patrick Street were the wealthy elite moving out of the 
old walled city, and the landed gentry looking for a city home. In 1824, Mrs. 
Mary Webb (No. 14) and in 1846, Mrs. Ann Cudmore (No. 10) were recorded 
in the trade directories as members of the “Nobility, Gentry & Clergy”.

Not only did women run businesses on Patrick Street, they also owned 
houses. From at least 1910 to 1920, Mrs. M. Greene owned 1 to 5 Patrick 
Street. Some of the earliest named women on Patrick Street were rate payers. 
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From 1814–1815, these included Miss Broggy (No. 5), Miss Brennan (No. 6) 
and Miss O’Connor (No. 30). Then from 1815–1819, Mrs. Purcell (No. 31), Miss 
Brady (No. 30) and Miss Bodkin (No. 43).

The wealthier houses would have been staffed by servants, from the 
charwoman cleaning the fireplace to the housekeeper holding the keys to 
the tea chest. On the 1901 Census of Ireland, the following women were 
recorded as working in service: Bridget Cleary was a domestic servant for 
the Hartman family (No. 2); Margaret Digan was a servant to the Keyes 
household (No. 13); Anne Machen was a general servant for the Kiely family 
(No. 16); Kate Roche was a servant for the McGrath household (No. 21); Ellen 
O’Mahony was a servant for the Nelson family (No. 28); Sarah Murphy (No. 
39) was a servant to the Cole family; the McNamara family (No. 41) had two 
female servants, Delia Sheahan, a cook and Annie Reale, a housemaid. Ten 
years later, their servant was Alice O’Brien (No. 41), officially recorded as a 
domestic servant.

On the 1911 census, the following women were recorded as working in 
service. Ellen Tubridy as a cook, and Mary Foley as a servant for the Doyle 
family (No. 7); eighteen-year olds, Lena Daly as a servant for the Griffin 
family (No. 12), and Bridget Killeen as a servant for the Troy family (No. 16); 
Annie Griffin was a servant for the Ryan family (No. 14). Mary Fitzgerald 
(No. 26) was a servant for the Dowling family; Nellie Creagh (No. 32) was a 
servant for the Carr family; the youngest servant was fifteen-year-old Hanora 
Troy (No. 34), a domestic servant for the Franklin household. Finally, forty-
seven-year-old widow Mary Burns (No. 40) was an independent charwoman.

 As time went on, the wealthier occupants  
 relocated out of the city centre, and the  
 houses became home to merchants of all 
 description. Some lived above their stores, 
 while others rented out the upper  
 storeys to poorer families.

Numbers 9, 10 and 11 were the part of the same premises throughout 
the twentieth century. It was the home to some of the larger stores and 
businesses such as Egans, Kingstons clothing works, the O’Donovan family 
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of tailors, and Ormston’s Supermarket. Although their names have not been 
recorded, many women worked in these stores and other larger stores on the 
street. 

Throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth century, the majority of 
named women working on Patrick Street were in the fashion industry. The 
women that were most highly recognised and had their names recorded in 
a variety of sources were the drapery and haberdashery owners. They often 
employed milliners and dressmakers who resided in many of the buildings. 

Millinery

In the nineteenth and early twentieth century, hats and bonnets were an 
essential part of any woman’s wardrobe, as it was perceived as uncouth for a 
woman to appear in public with her hair uncovered. As a result, millineries 
flourished as fashions dictated the most up-to-date styles.

One of the longest standing milliners on Patrick Street was Mary Nestor. She 
took over the lease of 1 Patrick Street in 1916. She continued her millinery 
business for several decades. In 1963, at the age of eighty-two, she passed 
away following a broken hip. Interestingly in 1901, Mary was at 12 Patrick 
Street boarding with the Griffin family. She was one of three milliners living 
with Carrie Griffin and her husband who ran a drapery. The others were 
Anna O’Rourke, who was still living and working with the Griffins in 1911, 
and Annie O’Neill, who left the Griffins before 1911.

Other milliners on the street in 1820 were Mary Herbert (No. 8) and Ann 
Colquhoun (No. 36); in 1824, Margaret Dwyer (No. 3), Mary Murphy (No. 
6) and Margaret Molony (No. 35); in 1867, Miss O’Brien (No. 17). Finally, in 
1901, Mary Lizzie Spratt (No. 33), who worked as a milliner, and young Mary 
Connery (No. 7), as a millinery apprentice.

When the fashion was for straw hats, Anne Knowles (No. 8) made them in 
1824. Sixteen years later, she was operating out of 36 Patrick Street, where 
she stayed until at least 1856. While Mary McMahon (No. 36) made them 
from at least 1824 to 1838.  Sarah Brahan (No. 42) made them from at least 
1838 to 1845, when she passed away aged only thirty at her brother’s house. 
Lastly, Annie Lander (No. 30) from 1838 to 1846.
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As the fashion for hats fell out of style, hairdressers began to pop up on 
Patrick Street in the 1960s. With Alice Leonard (No. 18) and Peggy O’Shea 
(No. 36) in 1966, and Catherine Burke (No. 14) between 1968 and 1976.

There was a crossover with millinerery and dressmaking. In the years 
around 1838, Mary Knowles (No. 44) carried out both tasks, as did Catherine 
Walsh (No. 44) in 1840. In 1870, it was Ann McGrath (No. 35), and in 1886, 
Miss Moloney (No. 4) and Mrs. Whelan (No. 31) held those roles.

Dressmaking

Ready-to-wear clothing for women did not appear on the racks in 
Limerick department stores until the early twentieth century. Before 
that women would rely on dressmakers to create garments in the latest 
styles. While wealthier women could afford entire new outfits, for many 
women, new styles were formed by augmenting their older dresses by 
changing the hemline or waistline.

The department stores such as Todd’s and Cannock’s would have an 
in-house staff of dressmakers who would create garments from new 
material. The augmenting of previous garments was usually carried out 
by independent women dressmakers. These independent women would 
also create completely new outfits.

The dressmakers on Patrick Street in 1877 were Miss O’Brien (No.14) 
and Johanna Potter (No. 31), who married Bernard Kirby in 1881. 
Further along the street, in 1879, Mrs. Meany (No. 32) and Mrs. Margaret 
Sheehy (No. 35) were creating dresses.

In 1901, there were two houses filled with young dressmakers. Five 
lived together in one part of No. 24, they were Hannah Kiely and her 
sister Elie Kiely, Annie O’Donohue, Katie Buckley, and Elie Morah. In No. 
37, another five very young women, ranging in ages from seventeen to 
twenty all lived together and worked as dressmakers. These were Mary 
Agnes Waldron, Mary Fitzgerald, Mary O’Brien, May Fitzgerald and Ellen 
Fitzgerald. In another household in the same building (No. 37), lived 
Rosa Lysaght, a twenty-four-year-old dressmaker and her sister Teresa 
Lysaght, a seventeen-year-old lacemaker. In 1879, there was another 
lace-maker, Mrs. Fitzgerald (No. 41).
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There were three other named dressmaking women on the street in 
1901. Sisters Helena and Eliza McKeogh, who lived in one room in No. 
19. Margaret Pike (No.18), whose work supplemented her husband’s 
earnings as a mill clerk. Her mother, Margaret Murphy, lived with the 
family to help care for their young children.

Ten years later, the number of dressmakers on the street had drastically 
reduced. Annie Larkin and Nora Bannen were in No. 5. Josephine 
McDonnell was living in No. 37 with her sister Mary, a shop assistant. 
Finally, Ellen Gleeson (No. 7) ran her business from 1911 until about 
1928. She took over the lease of the building in 1912.

As fast fashion increased, the need for dressmakers declined. There 
were no dressmakers recorded in the street until 1966 to 1968, when 
Miss J. Kirby (No. 37) traded.

In 1901, Mary Kate Donovan (No. 17) was the wife of Anthony Donovan, 
master tailor. Mary Kate worked as a machinist. That same year, 4 
Patrick Street was the home to four households with residents including 
Bridget Ryan and Anne Costelloe, sewing machinists, and Annie Murphy, 
tailoress. Machinist, Ellie O’Connell lived at (No.5) and sixty-year-old 
seamstress, Margaret Davis was living at No. 33.

There were three major fashion houses on the street. These were The 
Arcade (No. 14) owned by Mrs. Margaret Ryan from 1906 until her death 
in 1933, aged seventy-five.

Madame Dillon (No. 12), owned by Stella Dillon, would travel to London 
from 1936 to 1961 to purchase individual fashion items for her Limerick 
clientele. Her business continued for a few years following her death.

La Moderne (No. 15) was owned by Mrs. Mavis Moloney, who operated it 
from 1927 until 1965 when the building was put up for sale.
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See page 14 for image sources.



Haberdasheries and Draperies

Some of the largest stores run by women were the draperies 
which mostly sold fabric goods such as cloth and curtains, and the 
haberdasheries which sold embellishments for fabric such as buttons, 
needles and ribbon. The first woman recorded as running a drapery was 
Eliza O’Loughlin (No. 33) in 1819. She ran a linen and woollen drapery, 
and payed the rates for the building. 

In 1824, Sarah Herbert (No. 22) and Susanna Byrom (No. 44) ran 
haberdasheries. Also, there was a silk merchant working out of No. 33, 
Eliza Fennessy. In 1840, Mary Dwyer (No. 25) ran her haberdashery. 
From 1846, Anne Ryan (No. 32) ran her haberdashery for at least ten 
years. Miss Anne Ryan (No. 31) had her store in the late 1860s, a linen 
draper, shirt-makers, and haberdashers. Between 1910 and 1920, 
Elizabeth Griffiths (No. 20) was paying the rates on the building for her 
Fancy Warehouses. 

For at least ten years at the turn of the twentieth century, Johanna 
“Hannah” Beecher (No. 31) ran a drapery with her brothers, Thomas 
and Bartholomew. In 1914, she married Edmond Keniry, a draper 
from Youghal. Meanwhile, Elizabeth “Lizzie” Dowling (No. 26) ran her 
drapery from 1911 following the death of her husband. In 1901, their 
daughters Mary, Evelyn and Gertrude were all assistants. Ten years 
later, Mary had moved away, Evelyn had married Miscall and was living 
in No. 26 along with her sister Gertrude. Lizzie took over the rates in 
1911. She passed away in 1914 and was buried in Mount Saint Lawrence 
cemetery. Ellen Quinn (No. 5) was recorded as a draper on the 1911 
census. Her husband was a horse dealer. She had her sister Kate Bowe 
as an assistant, and two milliners, Bridget Norris and Mary Hogan, living 
with the family. 

Mrs. Mary Ambrose née Madigan (No. 3) ran her drapery business from 
1910 until at least 1928. Her husband Stephen was a draper before her. 
In 1911, she took over the rates on the building and was living with her 
relatives Sarah and Patrick Madigan who worked for her as drapery 
assistants. She was originally a milliner in Clare when she married 
in Kilrush in 1900. In her later years, she moved back to live with her 
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brother Thomas Madigan in Clare where she passed away in Dromelihy 
on 14 February 1947, aged eighty-one. Her obituary in the Limerick 
Leader on 22 February 1947 read:

Deep and widespread regret was caused by the death of 
Mrs. Mary Ambrose, who passed away at her residence… 
Deceased was the widow of Stephen Ambrose… and carried 
out a successful drapery business at 3 Patrick Street, Limerick 
for over thirty years… The late Mrs. Ambrose was a lady of 
great charm of manner, and of many fine qualities of head and 
heart. Kindly, gentle and courteous to all, she was charitable 
to a high degree, and during her long years in business in 
Limerick proved in many ways a great friend of the poor.

Grocers

In 1856, widow Bridget Tubbs (No. 25) ran a grocery, as did Elizabeth 
Corbett (No. 38) who also ran a wine and spirit store. In the 1870s, Mrs. 
Henry Pardy (No. 21) was a grocer, and a wine and spirit dealer. 
From 1893 until her death in 1904, Bridget “Agnes” de Quincey née 
Griffin (No. 1) ran a grocery. Her artist husband did not live with her in 
1901. Instead, her son Gerald De Quincey, sister Margaret Griffin, and 
a twenty-one-year-old assistant Margaret Murphy lived with her. Her 
sister took over the shop and care of Gerard after Agnes’ sister’s death. 
Across the road in 1901, Mary McNamara (No. 41) also had a grocery. 

The Cole family (No. 39) ran a grocery and in 1901, Margaret Cole was 
named as manageress of store. While her daughters Bridget (23) and 
Mary Agnes (19) were sales assistants. All three women were still there 
in 1911. Although the women’s occupations were not recorded, this does 
not necessarily mean that they had stopped working in the store after 
1901.

Between 1911 and 1938, Bridget Madigan (No. 17) was a grocer and 
restaurant owner. She was twenty-seven in 1911. She had several 
boarders including Mary O’Rourke, a twenty-one-year-old milliner, 
Annie Hannon, an eighteen-year-old confectioner, and a domestic 
servant, eighteen-year-old Mary Hackins. In 1911, Margaret Troy paid 
the rates on the building.
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Another restaurant was run by Kate Cooney (No. 34) in 1880. While 
three generations were living at No. 37 in 1901, Mary Fitzsimon (70), 
daughter Johanna Franklin (43) and granddaughter Mary Kate Franklin 
(24). All three worked as vegetable dealers.

There were several recorded confectioners. Ann Carmody (No .4) ran 
her store from at least 1819, when she was paying rates on the business, 
until 1824. Hannah Sheehan (No. 2) ran her shop until she married 
Thomas O’Malley of Roches Street in 1877. Mary Dwyer passed away 
in 1852 when her obituary mentioned that she was a confectioner 
on Patrick Street. In 1901, Kate Corbett (No. 34) ran a confectionary 
with her husband. They had an assistant Catherine Nash (19) and two 
apprentices, Mary Hogan (18) and Margret Nash (17). When Kate passed 
away in 1905, her obituary referred to her as Mrs. J. Corbett.

There were three female tobacconists. Mary Raleigh (No. 13) operated 
between 1875 and 1884. Also in the 1870s, Mrs. Howard (No. 33) ran a 
tobacconist, and a wine and spirit dealership. Catherine Carr (No. 32) 
worked in her husband’s tobacconist at the turn of the twentieth century 
until his death, when she carried on the business with her son. In 1907, 
her daughter, Mary Josephine, married John F. Irwin, a jeweller also on 
Patrick Street.

Many of these stores required assistants and the following are some 
of those who were named and living on Patrick Street. In 1901, Mary 
Morrison (No. 35) was a saleswoman who in 1907 had a white terrier. In 
1911, Welsh-born Laura Smethurst née Phillips (No. 26) and her sister, 
Eleanor Philips, lived with their parents and brothers. They both worked 
as china shop assistants. In 1911, Mary Devane (No. 34) worked as a 
shop assistant. 

Bookstores and Teachers

In 1820, Mary Cripps (No. 9) was a bookseller and stationer. Four 
years later, she had moved to 17 Patrick Street where she continued 
her stationery trade but added a circulating library. A year later, she 
married Zachariah Ledger in St Michael’s Church. She moved to the 
North Strand where she continued her work as a stationer. She passed 
away in 1872. In 1824, Eliza O’Shaughnessy (No. 42) had a bookstore and 
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stationers. In 1867, Mrs. O’Gorman (No. 14) ran a bookstore, stationers 
and printers. The longest running female bookseller and printer was 
Mary Canter (No. 43), who continued her husband’s business following 
his death in 1834 until her own death in 1867. 

 Although Mary survived her husband  
 by thirty-three years and was a successful  
 business woman in her own right, her  
 obituary only noted that she was the  
 widow of Richard Palmer Canter. 

Of course the bookstores supplied the teachers. There were women 
teachers living and working on Patrick Street from 1826 when Mrs. Rea, 
a Roman Catholic, ran her school out of a large room in an unnamed 
building on Patrick Street. Her school was opened five years before the 
establishment of the Board of National Education. She charged a fee to 
her students ranging from four to just over eleven shillings per quarter.

In 1901, Mary T. Ryan (No. 19) was a retired teacher even though she 
was only thirty-eight years old. She was living with her sister Charlotte 
Ryan who, at thirty-three, was a retired shopkeeper. Margaret Harrold 
(No. 36) was a high school teacher for over ten years from 1901. 
Eighteen-year-old Margaret O’Connor (No. 35) was a Montessori teacher 
in 1911.

Music was prevalent in Patrick Street. Harriet Norman (No. 37) was 
a music teacher until her tragic death in a fire at her home in 1914.  
Meanwhile in No. 2, Margaret Agnes O’Donnell was a music teacher 
in 1911. Then in 1930, musician Rosa Emily Hartmann (No. 2) took on 
pupils.

Unique Occupations

There were also more unusual occupations. Margaret Sheehan (No. 5) 
ran a saddlers and harness-makers in 1824. Between 1846 and 1856, 
Eliza Abraham (No. 28) was operating a nursery and seeds store. 
Between 1875 and 1886, Mrs. M. O’Brien (No. 32) ran a chandlers. 
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From 1879 to 1886, Mrs. Mary Peacocke (No. 12) was an oil and colour 
merchant. In the 1880s, Ellen Harris (No. 22) owned a black retriever 
and ran a watchmakers and jewellers. She died a widow in 1897, aged 
sixty-five. In 1911, Mary O’Reilly (No. 14) was a nurse. Miss Margaret 
Troy (No. 16) was working in Troy’s Bakery from 1911 when she was 
an assistant at only fourteen years of age. She was very involved in the 
business for at least twenty seven years. Finally, in 1901, twenty-one-
year-old Ellen Hayes (No. 33) was working in an unnamed factory.

Interestingly, many of the women with named occupations in the 1901 
census lost their titles by 1911. This was due more to the lack of value 
placed on women’s labour than the fact that they had stopped working 
outside of domestic duties. There were many stores and businesses that 
hired women, but this fell out of scope of this paper as it would take a 
much deeper dive to discover the names of all these women.
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